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Katie Evans

The DC and Arlington Chapters have growing memberships and new board members.
We welcome Alberto Cortez as the joint Chapter Newsletter Editor as well as John
Henderson as a Member at Large for the DC Chapter. I would also like to welcome Peter
Kadelli who is the new Director of the Sacred Music program at The Catholic University
of America to the NPM membership. As the NPM turns toward the future, it is important
to find collaboration with young musicians and formative opportunities to welcome
graduates of the music field. You can find more about the university's sacred music
program on page 12. 

This year we are also at the precipice of the Presidential election of 2024. As Catholics,
this can be a challenging time within our secular and political world. Many of our
parishioners will feel politically drained, and music can be a unifying call to holiness
and peace. With our eyes to the beginning of Advent and the flourish of Christmas, the
focus on the Christ child will soon overwhelm any political obstacles in our sight! May
you have a blessed end of the liturgical year and an inspirational Advent season. 

As the leaves transition to fall and we prepare for the end of the
liturgical year, it is a time of reflection before Advent. Both
Chapters successfully held Annual Masses and Dinners inviting
members to share in liturgy and fellowship among other
pastoral musicians. We also welcomed Oregon Catholic
Publishers and the Choral Reading Sessions in both DC and
Arlington. There have been other exciting pastoral events and
concerts as the church remains vibrant with formation and
music opportunities among our parishes! In the rear view mirror
are the memories of isolated and masked masses, pandemic
virtual choirs, and loneliness. As St. Augustine says, “we are an
Easter people, and Alleluia is our song!”

Click here to renew your membership!

https://npm.site-ym.com/login.aspx


Whether you’re a music director, pastor or pastoral musician, it is easy to let formation
fall by the wayside of our busy schedules. But OCP’s newest offering can help!

Center for Learning Formation Events are in-person, one-day programs led by expert
presenters to develop the practical skills, knowledge and spirituality necessary for

effective liturgical preparation, leadership and participation. Learn more about what
these events offer, and how they can be tailored to serve your unique community, in

this helpful blog from Center for Learning director Matt Reichert.

DC Chapter Open Board Meeting

Tuesday, November 12, 2024 at 12:00PM
Location: Zoom

The NPM DC Chapter invites you to join us for our November
board meeting. Zoom Link will be provided here after completing

form. 
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https://ctjhx04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/GE+113/cTjhX04/MVt9zxXL36vW3gZSj63-LfDSVrHz2f5mjjFbN2z6H3d3qn9gW8wLKSR6lZ3mVW5vWSfR9dfb0bW5-19D02j749kW1zTr5N8RBzZVW2YSNdN5rgZVSN1lYpvRCsjvqW7hm11s7FVbfqN47bHCRNjN7NW74zKcR1RKFFqN5dq6nNYlcTzW3zNgTQ8LPCWKW6dHLlb8GsvDMVsKVVz5vqn2hW4HcC9x8ckGdcW6q39xl2jk_fYW7P05h-3RVd64W80xffg2FV7JgW6G3TLm6vlYJsW3m0cSX6Ff8xKW4yJWtX7dcZL0W88zFf55SQLYfVPBtfj56FttCW5JP46d4t8zm8W36MZCC1PXLYbVZNzbP3Gq_ZXW1PlrlZ56yBLMW1zwrNN1B2ysKN6zws_22M9x9W8qf3y37PWDDqf1N_bQz04
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScsCqY_rZbGiEfCElKy87kZpS1422w2puDcgzMyeEdpAKTQTQ/viewform?usp=sf_link




Sacred SongsSacred Songs
& Spirits& Spirits

Where: St. Marys Church,
18230 Barnesville Road,

Barnesville, MD 20838

Friday Nov. 22
7:30-9:45PM

RSVP Here

Join us Friday November 22 at St. Marys in the Fr. Reid
Pavilion, as we gather with friends and colleagues for a night

filled with sacred songs & spirits. Light appetizers and
refreshments will be provided. 

Happy Hour, Prayer, Hymns 
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NPM DC Presents

https://www.npmdc.org/events


On September 9th and 10th , the DC and Arlington chapters hosted choral
reading sessions provided by OCP. Angela Westoff-Johnson flew in from
Portland, Oregon to lead our groups through more than 20 new pieces, and
during her presentation, she was able to slip in valuable conducting and
choral techniques. Directors, choir members, and cantors from DC,
Arlington, and Baltimore enjoyed hospitality and making music together.

According to Angela, “The reading sessions in Gaithersburg and Arlington
were organized and well-attended. The attendees were great readers and
very engaged. The accompanists were prepared and clearly put in great
effort ahead of the event. We had lots of fun making music together. 

It was especially nice to have several local composers in attendance
featuring their songs!”

We are grateful to OCP for sponsoring this event for us.

OCP Choral Reading  Session Re-cap

Page 6



Mass & Dinner
ARLINGTON 

NPM Arlington members and friends gathered Sept. 20 at St. Mark Church in Vienna
for their annual Mass and Dinner. St. Mark's pastor, Fr. Peter Nassetta, YM, celebrated
Mass and preached an inspiring homily. Nearly 40 musicians enjoyed a wonderful
dinner and shared time in fellowship. 
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DC
Mass & Dinner

 The evening’s dinner featured delightful food and engaging conversation. Pastoral
musicians from the NPM DC chapter gathered Oct. 4 at the Archdiocese of Washington
Pastoral Center in Hyattsville, MD for a wonderful Mass and dinner. The event was a
success thanks to the gracious hospitality of Fr. Joseph Murphy and the ADW Office of
Worship. His Eminence Cardinal Gregory had a message for the attendees. 

Page 8

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BaqDbf1KrGUmwZIEq-nZin7lEvan21Xr/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=118289250769254679522&rtpof=true&sd=true


2024-2025 Season
November 12th - NPM DC Open Board Meeting, 12:00PM,
Zoom 

November 13th - ValLimar Jansen Concert, The Catholic
University of America, Open to the Public

November 22nd - St. Cecilia Feast Day, NPM DC
sponsored program St. Mary’s, Barnesville, MD

March 4th - Shrove Tuesday Lunch, hosted by NPM
Arlington

March 29th - Lenten Retreat, White Friar Hall,
Washington, DC

May 19th - DC General Chapter Meeting, Location TBD

August 6-7 - NPM on The Road 2025, Rosemont College,
Philadelphia, PA
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A SAINT THAT YOU SHOULD KNOW

Although St. Cecilia is the patron saint of musicians, there is another saint whose feast
day falls in November that I would like to introduce to you. 

Back in 2020 when so many cantors like myself experienced an interruption to our music
ministry due to the pandemic, I found myself after more than eight months without
singing to start thinking that I would never get to serve as a cantor again.
 
On the evening of November 23, 2020, I was reading the Magnificat magazine and the
saint that was highlighted was Colman of Cloyne, whose feast day was the following
day. I had never heard of this 6th century Irish saint before. The article said that he was a
bard (which means he was a poet and singer) for the king. When he was fifty years old,
he was baptized by St. Brendan. He was later ordained, and was reputed to be St.
Columba's teacher. Colman was the first bishop of Cloyne, which is in the eastern part of
county Cork. 

I asked for St Colman’s intercession on my cantor ministry. It went something like this:

St. Colman of Cloyne,
 I read that you were a singer in the court of your king.
 I ask for your intercession to restore my cantor ministry
 In praise and worship of our Divine King.

The very next morning, around 9am, on the feast of St Colman, I received a text message
from the organist at my parish, asking me if I would be available to cantor beginning
that following Sunday. Thanks be to God.

As St. Colman’s feast day, November 24, falls on the Solemnity of Christ the King this
year, I thought that you might also benefit from this saint’s powerful intercession for your
music ministry. St Colman of Cloyne, pray for us.

Lorraine Kuchmy
Cantor, St Jane de Chantal Bethesda
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The Catholic University of America in Washington, D.C.

Is accepting applications for their graduate sacred music degrees for fall 2025:

Doctorate of Music in Sacred Music (organ and choral conducting concentrations)

Master of Music in Sacred Music (organ and choral conducting concentrations)

Master of Music in Choral Conducting

Master of Music in Organ Performance

Learn more about the sacred music offerings and how to apply at
https://music.catholic.edu/sacred-music/index.html 

Please direct all questions to Peter Kadeli, Head of Sacred Music and Director of Choral Activities
(kadeli@cua.edu).
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https://music.catholic.edu/sacred-music/index.html
https://music.catholic.edu/sacred-music/index.html
mailto:kadeli@cua.edu






Join us for NPM’s next webinar, “Vocal Pedagogy for the Aging Voice”! This
webinar is an encore presentation from the 2024 NPM National Convention and

will be offered live via Zoom by Dr. Sr. Susan Olson, OP. 

Gradual changes in our voice may be a normal part of aging, but what are the
stages and symptoms of age-related changes? Are there ways we can prepare
our voices for these changes and, in some cases, challenges? Learn practical
tips and exercises for keeping our voices, and the voices of those with whom

we minister, healthy and strong for worship.

When: December 2, 2024: 8:00-9:30 pm ET/
5:00-6:30 pm PT

Cost: Free for NPM members; $20 for non-members 

Register Here Page 15

https://npm.site-ym.com/event/VocalPedagogyAgingVoice


As NPM prepares for its 50th anniversary in 2026, our summer programming
in 2025 will look slightly different. We are headed to six major cities across
the country next summer to provide opportunities for learning, fellowship,

and song.

We're headed to:
Chicago, Illinois; June 17-18, 2025

San Antonio, Texas; June 27-28, 2025
Atlanta, Georgia; July 7-8, 2025

Oakland, California; July 24-25, 2025
Portland, Oregon; July 31- August 1, 2025

and Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; August 6-7, 2025
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NPM On the Road: What to Expect

Each city’s summer
session will include:

A liturgy
A new music reading session
A keynote address
Workshops, tailored to the
pastoral needs of that area

The function of these events will be to support the local pastoral musicians in
the area who might not otherwise be able to attend a national convention.

These will NOT be “Regional Conventions”; instead, it is a re-envisioned way
to provide nationally supported programming to liturgical musicians
throughout the country. 

Learn More about NPM On the Road

More details regarding NPM On the Road will be announced by early fall of
this year. As always, make sure to stay close to NPM’s emails, website, and

social media for more information! Page 17

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eAKCZQW18jU&feature=youtu.be&themeRefresh=1
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Director of Sacred Music
Epiphany Church
Washington, DC 

Epiphany Parish in Washington
DC is seeking a Director of
Sacred Music; this is part time
role and will report to the Pastor.

Under the supervision of the
Pastor, the Director of Sacred
Music is responsible for the
overall execution of the church’s
music ministry, with a pastoral
approach, in line with church
documents and the Pastor’s
vision for sacred music. 

Apply Here

 

Music Director/Associate
Campus Minister
University of Mary Washington 
Fredericksburg, VA

The Music Director/Associate
Campus Minister assists the
Chaplain in maintaining a
vibrant Catholic community
that helps students grow in
their faith while at college and
prepares them to live out the
faith in parish life after they
graduate. Principally, the Music
Director is responsible for
beautifying the worship of God
through music both inside and
outside of the liturgy.

Apply Here

Music Teacher
St. Peter's Church 
Waldorf, MD 

St. Peter's School in Waldorf
Maryland is seeking a Music
Teacher for the 2024-25 school
year. This is a full time role and will
report to the Principal. 

Apply Here

Part-Time Organist
Mother Seton Parish
Germantown, MD

Mother Seton Parish in
Germantown, MD is seeking a part-
time organist to assist with choir
rehearsals and weekend Masses.

Apply Here 

https://recruiting.ultipro.com/ARC1012ARCHW/JobBoard/a6c08282-64df-408a-a35b-24830a852469/OpportunityDetail?opportunityId=06901f99-31e8-4a88-95d8-ece9e47f507c
https://us241.dayforcehcm.com/CandidatePortal/en-US/cda/Site/CDACarrerSite/Posting/View/1872
https://recruiting.ultipro.com/ARC1012ARCHW/JobBoard/a6c08282-64df-408a-a35b-24830a852469/OpportunityDetail?opportunityId=859e8eae-54c0-4336-a588-0485565f08e8
https://recruiting.ultipro.com/ARC1012ARCHW/JobBoard/a6c08282-64df-408a-a35b-24830a852469/OpportunityDetail?opportunityId=e6f79de9-8ed4-425e-96c7-9512243e8a03


What’s going on at
your parish? 

 
Do you have an event going on at your parish? 

Do you have something to say or would like to share
about your ministry and/or formation? 

The newsletter is published every other month.
Please give all submissions to Katie Evans at

WashingtonDC@npm.org and they will be accepted
for social media/communications ASAP, no waiting

for the newsletter! 
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Renew or Become a
Member? Use QR Code!

IMPORTANT! Your Chapter relies 
HEAVILY on your Renewals!

Membership Alert! 

The local Chapters only receive membership dues through the
National Office.  When you renew or join you MUST elect which
local Chapter, or the local Chapters will not receive the funding.

This makes programming events and workshops hard for our local
area, so PLEASE PLEASE designate your local Chapter when

renewing Membership at www.npm.org.  If you are unsure, please
contact Keisna Sosa membership@npm.org and she will help you! 

mailto:music@ccjgs.org
mailto:music@ccjgs.org
mailto:music@ccjgs.org
http://www.npm.org/


B O A R D  O F
D I R E C T O R S

J O I N T  C H A P T E R

Washington DC Board
Katie Evans, Director WashingtonDC@npm.org 410-257-3810 ext 1017

Mark Kozeal, Treasurer, markkozeal@gmail.com 202-329-1701 
Remi Bauer, Membership, npmdcmembership@gmail.com 301-926-7263 
Diane Yendrey, Secretary, dyendrey98@gmail.com 301-349-2213 

Amy Massey, Social Media music@mothersetonparish.org 301-924-3838, ext. 215  

Regina Reale, Hospitality, RealeR@adw.org  

Lorraine Kuchmy, Webmaster, Lmk23@his.com  
Mary Beaudoin, Program Coordinator, m.beaudoin3@verizon.net 301-762-2143, ext. 124

Anthony Vara, Program Coordinator, tvaras@trinity.org

Alberto Cortez, Newsletter Editor, corteza@cua.edu

Mary McCullough, So. MD Representative, mary.mccullough70@gmail.com  
John Henderson, At-large, johnchenderson90@gmail.com

Arlington Board

Tim Lewicki, Director tlewicki@allsaintsva.org 571-516-3141 

Fr. Donald Rooney, Chaplain frdonrooney@stbernpar.org 

Anne Shingler, Secretary anne.shingler@verizon.net 703-360-8029 

Bob Malinowski, Treasurer rlm7680@gmail.com 703-569-4092 

David Mathers, Membership, dmathers@stbernpar.org 703-451-8576, ext. 112

Hannah Masson, At-large hmasson@pbcconline.com 540-825-8945 

Eugene Harper, Past Director music_director@stjosephva.org 703-862-7822 
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